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3rd September 2024

Dear Parent/Carer,

I hope that you all had a peaceful and restful summer. It was lovely to welcome all the children back to school this morning after the summer holidays. To see the school community back together again and looking so smart, with so many smiling and enthusiastic faces, was really inspiring for us all to see.

I would like to offer the warmest welcome to the Reception children, and their parents/carers.  We wish you every success throughout your time at Crowle CE First School and cannot wait to watch you grow and flourish throughout your time at this school. 

As always, this is the start of a very busy, but exciting year.  Staff have worked tremendously hard to plan inspiring and thought provoking topics for each class.  These can be seen on the school website, under “curriculum.”  Through these half termly topics we are dedicated to teaching children the knowledge, skills and understanding in order to allow children to make connections across their learning and the curriculum. 
This term we also have the exciting building work, that will offer us further space to support children.  It is something we have longed for – and though we know that building work can be difficult, it will be all worth it in the end!  Throughout this term, there may be times when we have to change things from time to time (such as position of pick up) – but of course, we will communicate these with you prior to the events. We thank the building team who have worked throughout the summer, to ensure that there is no internal interruption to our working day.  
As you are aware, each year we have a “School Development Plan” – which enables us to work on main aspects of school life, as a whole school community.  This year, we shall be having an emphasis on RE, as we know that Worcestershire shall be changing their syllabus this year.  We are also going to be looking at developing vocabulary in RE, and children’s understanding of other faiths.  
We shall also be looking at our Computing curriculum across the school.  As a team we shall be reviewing our curriculum, developing subject knowledge and looking at how we can further assess the children in their computing knowledge.  
Finally, I would like to remind parents that the government place a huge focus on attendance and punctuality.  Attendance/Punctuality is vital, even one day missed can have an effect on learning.  Across a whole academic year: · 
· 98 percent attendance means 4 school days missed 
· 95 percent attendance means 10 school days missed 
· 90 percent attendance means 19 school days missed 
· 80 percent attendance means 38 school days missed 
· Five minutes late each day means three school days missed

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our school attendance policy (attached) means myself and Mrs Cooper will be having weekly meetings to discuss every child’s attendance.  If your child has less than 95% attendance then we shall be making contact with you as the parent/carer to ask as to the reasons why and how we can support you as a family to ensure your child is in school every possible day.  I cannot tell you how much a child misses if they have just one day out of the classroom, nor the impact it has in causing gaps in their knowledge of the curriculum.  

I, and all the staff at Crowle First School are very much looking forward to the year ahead, working in partnership with you and your children as we continue to build on our existing successes. 
I look forward to seeing you all over the coming days in the playground.
Yours Sincerely

Mrs. M Abbott


Crowle CE First School is part of The Diocese of Worcester Multi Academy Trust, a charitable company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with registered number 10390487. Its registered office is at The Old Palace, Deansway, Worcester, Worcestershire, WR1 2JE.
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