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1 | Rationale
Children's learning is supported and enhanced through the provision of effective feedback. Clear, effective marking supports pupils to understand their next steps in learning and provides the teacher with opportunities to discuss achievements and development points with children. 

2 | Impact of effective marking 
Effective marking will: 
· Show the pupil that their work is valued
· Guide, motivate and facilitate improvement
· Inform next steps and future planning
· Challenge and extend pupils’ thinking
· Help children to understand what they do well and how they can improve
· Lead to rising standards and good and outstanding rates of progress

3 | Expectations 
· The WALT and success criteria are displayed on board and shared with the children, providing the focus for feedback.
· Whenever possible, feedback should take place immediately with the child e.g. when staff are working with a focus group. 
· Written comments are written in clear handwriting, using a green or pink pen. 
· The marking symbols are discussed regularly in the classroom. 
· Response time is built into subsequent learning, allowing the children to respond to the marking in purple pen, in English.


3 | Marking process
· Oral feedback and immediate ‘instant marking’ is consistently given during task so misconceptions are addressed as they arise.
· Agreed symbols are used for both instant marking (at the point of learning) and secondary marking (teacher marking after the child has completed the task).
· Teacher feedback will be focused on the WALT
· If WALT is achieved then it will be ticked or highlighted.
· If the WALT is not fully achieved then a positive praise comment, in green pen, will be written at the end of the work.
· Success criteria, displayed in bullet points on the board, are used by staff and pupils to discuss the effectiveness of outcomes in that session. 
· A TIP is provided to extend pupil’s thinking and address age related key skills. This will be written in pink pen. Where possible, this is linked to the previous target if not fully achieved.
· Response time is given for pupils to read and respond to the TIP. Pupil responses are checked by the teacher to ensure that they are of a good quality.



	
Marking colours and symbols

	General 

	WALT
	WALT achieved

	TIP
	To Improve Please…

	Purple pen
	Pupil’s response to a target or editing.

	√√
	Very good point, word or answer

	S
	Supported

	VF
	Verbal Feedback

	I
	Independent

	English 

	
	Finger spaces

	?
	Does this make sense?

	//
	New paragraph

	P or P
	Punctuation

	E
	Error

	DM
	Deepen the moment...

	A
	Add more

	*
	Look at this sentence again

	Mathematics

	.
	Check this

	7
	One digit per square

	/
	Correct answer

	x
	Incorrect answer







Early Years will use the following of the above: TIP, Independent, Finger space, Verbal Feedback, Supported and then NS for Next Step…
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