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Policy Statement for Collective Worship
“Caring.  Confident.  Committed to Learning”

Aims
Crowle is a voluntary controlled church school and as such we value collective worship and use it as an opportunity to show our Christian faith in a positive and active manner. Our worship reflects our whole-school Christian vision, rooted in Jesus’ words: “You are the light of the world … let your light shine before others” (Matthew 5:14–16). At the beginning of every act of worship the leader proclaims, “You are the light of the world,” and the children respond, “Let your light shine before others,” reminding us all of our shared calling to shine through being caring, confident and committed to our learning.
 Collective Worship also offers us a daily opportunity to reflect upon and share Christian Values: Thankfulness, Trust, Perseverance, Forgiveness, Friendship, Respect, Generosity, Compassion, Courage, Justice, Truthfulness and Service.
During collective worship we aim to encourage understanding on spiritual, moral, social, cultural and intellectual levels:

· Spiritual development – Collective worship offers an opportunity for prayer and for reflection upon the value, purpose and meaning of life, using the person of Jesus Christ as a model.

· Moral development – The content of worship material will contain moral messages that promote positive shared values, providing children with an opportunity to reflect on matters concerning right and wrong.

· Social development - Collective worship provides an opportunity for the school to meet as a whole and to form a collective identity, sharing times of joy or sadness as a group.

· Cultural development – Through its content, collective worship can develop in children an appreciation and understanding of faiths and cultures different from their own.

· Intellectual development – Collective worship contributes to a child’s knowledge of the world and gives non-practising pupils an understanding of what worship is about.

At Crowle we believe that collective worship is an enriching element of the whole school curriculum as well as a place where we can explore our Christian Values and beliefs. It should be a way in which the school expresses itself as a community with shared ideas, nurturing religion and spirituality, spreading moral and cultural values and providing pupils with an opportunity to explore the richness of home and school life. 
Christian character
As a Church of England School we seek to promote the Christian values of collective and individual care and responsibility; this goes hand in hand with our school vision for every child to be “Caring, Confident and Committed to their learning” and our calling to “let your light shine before others.” Our daily worship supports children in recognising their own God-given gifts and encourages them to use these to bring light to others within our school and wider community.
The school’s ethos is expressed in the Instrument of Government: “The school aims to serve its community by providing an education of the highest quality within the context of Christian belief and practice. It encourages an understanding of the meaning and significance of faith and promotes Christian values through the experience it offers to all its pupils.” 

The law requires that most acts of collective worship each term should be ‘broadly Christian in character’. As a Church school, however, many acts of worship contain explicitly Christian material such as Bible stories, Christian hymns or prayers, while others include material that reflects Christian values and teachings.  This also offers us a time of Liturgy and reflection for all children.
To develop cultural awareness and religious tolerance in a multi-faith society, we also ensure that material from other religions and cultures is used. Usually this material contributes to a theme that has also contained Christian stories.

Organisation
We provide a daily act of school collective worship for all pupils:
	Day
	Type
	Material

	Monday
	Whole school
	Songs of Praise/ Bible timeline

	Tuesday
	Whole school
	Picture News

	Wednesday
	Class based
	Prayer and reflection

	Thursday
	Whole school
	Picture News

	Friday
	Whole school
	Celebration Assembly


Collective worship takes place in the hall, although the venue can flexible if required. The head teacher and RE/ Collective worship leader, deliver the worship on a rotational basis, Occasional visitors also participate. Collective worship at Crowle encourages, discussion and interaction from all children should they wish to contribute with the help of pupil ‘Faith Friends’ who support positive engagement and choose peers to help lead prayers.
Content
We use ‘Picture News’ as our basis for collective worship. Picture News finds the positives in current affairs by turning world events into learning opportunities. Each session reflects to the bible explicitly and makes the link about what this might mean for Christians around the world. Children are given the opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs and show respect for the beliefs, faiths, feelings and values of others. Coverage is broad and includes current news stories about the environment, religion, politics and culture. It also includes social, ethical and moral issues. Opportunities are given for children to learn about themselves, others and the world around them.
News stories explore some issues which allow children to see the difference between right and wrong in the ‘real world’. Opportunities to look at the civil and criminal law of England are given. Children offer their views about moral and ethical issues and can listen and respond respectfully to the viewpoints of others.

Each week, we focus on one of the British Values that links to the story. This allows children to accept and engage in British Values in a meaningful and relevant way. They also make links to personal, school and community values. Picture News stories inspire children to take action and have allowed opportunities to demonstrate children’s willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings.

Children are given opportunities to explore a range of different cultures. It allows children to understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity locally, nationally and globally. Picture News stories cover British politics giving children knowledge of Britain’s democratic parliamentary system.

As part of this scheme, key events in the Christian calendar are observed throughout the year, including Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest, Advent, Christmas and Candlemas, as well as key ideas such as Trinity. In addition, opportunities to use stories from other faiths which complement the value are explored and sometimes key festivals from major world faiths are used for individual assemblies e.g Hanukkah, Eid etc. This approach enables a broader picture of Christian life and thought as well as giving opportunity to cover stories from a wide range of cultures and traditions. 

A regular feature of worship is also the celebration of individual achievement and when this occurs the children concerned may display, discuss or perform their work. The Friday ‘good work’ assembly is the main vehicle for this, although birthdays are recognised every day.

Participation and withdrawal

As a church school we actively encourage all members of the school to attend collective worship since we believe that it contributes to the community life of the school and is important educationally for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, cultural and intellectual development. Our intention is that it should be an inclusive activity that respects the integrity of all concerned. The school recognises, however, that parents have the right to withdraw their children partly or wholly from the act of worship and similarly, teachers have the right to withdraw on grounds of conscience. Children that have been withdrawn will be supervised by an adult and will engage in an appropriate alternative activity.

Legal Requirements
This policy is in accordance with the Education Act 1996 (which consolidates the 1988 Education Act and the 1944 Education Act) and the DFEE circular 1/94 “Religious Education and Collective Worship”
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